
VOLUME 15, IIUMBEll 171 

MARCH, 1961, 

Price . • • • 2s , Od. 



Pa~2 _, .... --- ------··-- ·--·--"··-· ·""""---------- ~ I BILL MARTIN WORLD l!'AIIOlE FOR OLD BOYS BOOKS I 
I 93 IIILIBIDE : LO!llX)N, N.w.1 0. PboI>e: ELGe.r 3230 l 
I 

Cables: SUPERB USED, LONDON. ! 
I CASH WITH oru>m .IOO'l'AGE EXTRA I 
! All books offered are always pre 1940 ! 
1 ........ - .... ------- • ----, ... - ............................. _ .. _, ............ , ..... __ , ... _M,~ 

I Very nice ccllection of l02 I Anothe r collection of 300 i 
• copies of the Early Pink Union I Union Jacks. ill differmt. I I Jack. All different. 1904 - I 1917 Ollll'ards. j 

, ... :~~---~~~::_-.. ---i·· ---~::~=~:~---·-·-·---·-J 
'! Eerl,y Sextcn Blake Libraries . ! 40 Serlon Blake Librarie s . I 
I 1st aeries. I 2nd aeries. 1 

, (Best offer) I (Beet offe!') I 
I I I t-··-·--·-------- --1 l 
! 190 Sarlo~ Blake Libraries, I Bumper Bundle contains ll ! 3rd aeries. Tbese are a mixed i Maeµete , Gene, Marvels , 
i lo t . Publishers price was l Ald!.nes, Boye' Friends, 

!

I each 7d, 8d, 9d, 10d, 1/- . ! B.F~ . 60 copies. 
Best offer for the l ot . £4 I 

I t 
1 .. ·-·--··--- ·- -· ---··----··----~ 

I 8 various B. F ;L. with tales 'l'vo Sexton Blake Annuals. I 
I featuring Sexton Blake 1 vol ume Penny Pictorlal 1912 t= =-n':"!:'::':..- ~,~:r.:::- I 

- ----·--1--- ··-··· .. ·-·-- ··------.. - ·~' 



Vol, 15 

~Q, OLL 
E C T O R S 

~~ IG&ST 

FOU!IDED Ill 1947 by l!ERBSRT L:!XlCEllBY 

,-----------·~ ""'-" 
Number 171 MARCH, 1961 

Editor: 
mrc FAYNE 

Excelsio r House, 
Groves Roed, Surbiton , Surrey , 

• • • 

Price 2s , Od. 

Years ago , in u,y early days as n Headmaster , I rec eived two 

letters one morning from two J>lrents of rather similar names, We wi ll 

call one Green snd the other Brown. 
Mr, Green vrote ms that he md been pr<J100ted and would jii c~ 

sequence , bs moving his abode t o the west of &gland . Mr. Brown vrote 

tmt his vit e had deserted him and l!ad gone off with another J:l!Ul . 

Wit hout further reference to either letter I sat down and vrote 

a reply to each. I congratulated Mr. Brown on his good fo r tune , and 

told Mr, GreEll that I was sorry to learn that his rife had gone forth 

with snotl:er man. Then, with a song in my heart , I sent both l etters 

to post. Tm result was both ... barrassing and exciting. 

Tmt tru e little episode co..,s to u,y mind when I not ice that I 

!"!!!.!' in 11\Y files a number of Gana of llamiltallW!'- ~ 2~!:-1.! .~ •.. - ... 
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wi t h nothing to show from whence they came. So lll!llly people vri te me 
a pleasant letter and enclose dth it perhaps, two or three items in
tanded fo r the Diges t . The l etter goes into the Yours Sincerely file , 
and the other items flP into other appropriate files . The letter bee.rs 
the name and a ddress of the sender; the other itsns do not . 

Pl.ease , when sending me more than one itEID, see that your na:ne 
and address is vrittm on each . It eavaa so much tr ouble . That, in 
fact, is why we genarally ask far Gens of !lamiltoniana and cartain COID

petition entries to be vrittm on postcards. 

NEW COVIBS AND 011) COVERS. Our "0011 TBEl' BIDAN" aeries which co111D0nced 
in Janwry is proving sn enormous s uccess, as we felt sure it would. 
Next month th e series will be back on our own oover with another lar ge 
reproducti on to set you yearning. This month our own star artist, 
Robert llhiter , is back with us with his clever and unusual study of the 
Rio Kid. 

THE LES l!O'•LEY CONTEST. lie hope that next month it my lB possible t o 
give further particu.l.ars of the f orthc oming Les Rowley Contest , of 
which we mde pt"el.iminary annmmcement last month . This contes t will 
be open t o all readers of the Digest anywhere in the world , and we hope 
tha t it will receive tremendous support . 

THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * • * • • • • * * * * * * * * * * * 

POT- POURR[ 
FRED Rl1l'JIERFORD 

A Memoir by Clifford Lettey 

can scarcely believe Fred Rutherford is dead . Time has fl own 
s o quickly. AJ,most 8 yeers have gone since I first met him . An advert 
in the C.D. brought him t o my door. Thence onward an unofficial O.B . B.C. 
started . Fred cal l ed regularly . Friday ~ts were set aside for these 
visits . Over innumerable cups of tes we would talk well psst midnight. 
Always something new t o say. 

In May 1954, Fred SUggested going t o 1ile London meeting. lie 
arrived gone one o ' clock in th, morning! Bob and Eileen 'tlhiter were 
wonderful hosts . This club meeting incre as ed our knowlecJee end interest 
illmensely . Bsck in Bristo l our collec t ions grew . lie learnt how t o pre
pare papers for binding - where t o a dvertise - how to repai r copies . 
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(Nora, hie sister , did this marvell ously.) Always and always more t o 

do and talk about . 
Then CB1De our visit t o the Xmas meeting (London 1954). Fred had 

the honour of bringing C.H. ChaJIDSO, the famous Masnet artist , to thli.8 

meeting . The f ollowing year Fred realized an old ambition when he met 

Frank Richards in th e compony of Mr. ChaJmBO. Several more Lendon trips 

followed . lie got to know the femou, characters of the club. llben we 

could not come we f ollowed th e repo rt in the C. D. and aav it in our 

mind ' s eye . 
Those who had the good fortune to meet Fred Rutherford must have 

been struck first and f oremost by his fine gentlemanly menners . Such 

peopl e as he , are very mre today. There was a nobleness in his nature 

t oo, reninding me of a certain character in t he Gem. Be would probab~ 

laugh at this thought of mine ; but I am perfectly clear abcut it . 

llbetber the Hamilt onian vorld of Gn!yfriars and St . Jim's contributed 

very much in th e for mation of his mture I do not know. Be read i t a t 

an early age and lovod some chsrecters intensely . I feel I cannot say 

a truer thing about Fred Rutherf ord than this: tm t f or me he com

mingled in his charscter the best elements of that happy world of by&

gone youth . I am sur e he vould laugh again if he could read this - but 

I will abid e by it. 
lie shall mias Fred very much. My rife and I will cherish the 

memories of th ose Fride,y ni@llts . '!'bat Nors Rutherford will c ontinue in 

the trsdi tion is our fervent wish. 

All colle ct ors who knew him will be grieved t o loam of the death 

of Fred Rutherf ord on February 6t h. Alt hough he lived in Brist ol, he 

and his siste r were i'requEll~ in ottendance at London Club meetfn8S , 

and everyone who ... t him c ould not fail to warm t o his frank , infect

i ous onthusiasm far the Ma8cet and Gem. I wel l remember occssi ons , 

bo :th at his hous e and mina , 11hen we turned over the pages of t he old 

books and his cheerful r ecollections seEIDOd to fire my own ent lrusiaem 

even more. lie possessed the rare gift of bein8 candid wit hout givin8 

offence , and our future ~therillB,9 will not be quite the aame with out 

his welcome preseoce. ROGER JDlKDIS 

THE FIRST BOYS PIJ>EJlS 

By ll. O.G. Lefts 

Cmrles Dickens in "Barnaby Rudge" (chap ter 4) DM1ntions Gabriel 
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HOW THEY BEXlAN 

The first issue of 

BOY'S FRIEM> 3d LIBRARY 

(The year , 1906) 

Va.rd.er as saying 'I 
suppose that's out of the 
Prentice Garland or the 
Prentice Guide t:, the 
Gellows' - giving the im
pressi on that there were 
boys papers in existence 
at that psriod of history 
1TI5. If there were, 
there certainly is no re
cord of them in official 
files a t the British 
Mu.9'"1111. The first boys • 
paper tbet I have been 
able t o trace , was, barf
ever, only two years l ater 
in 1777 . By s ome straniie 
chance, and a most ~ 
markable one, no copie s 
are to be seen in this 
country! The only tvo 
copies known t o be in 
existence are in the 
Libraries of Yale and 
Illin ois in the U.S. A. 
The title of the p,per 
was 'The Yo\mg Gentleman's 
Magazioo • or Monthly 
repository of science, 
moral and entertaining 
IIB tter. " It was publiahed 
monthly fro m January to 
Jmie 1777, a nd printed for 
G. Kearrsly at No. 46, 
fl eet Street, London. J.t 
the end of th e June issue 
1777, the 'Conductors ' of 
the magazine reluctantly 
announced th e disc ontin
uation of it through 
financial failure. 

""-··---··- • • • --·-·- -- - A V'!.,l'Y, larS9 .!1'1.1' of 22 ··-
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yean, is now seen until the next boy ' s po.per is rec orded, and that was 

the last year in the 18t h century , 1799. ' The Yowig Gentleman ' s and 

Ladi98' Magazine ' was its title, and its complete rU1 of 12 monthly 

issues are to be Seel'I 1n the British Museun. Simi lar t o its predec ess or 

it was edited by a Dr . Mavor and pii>lished by J . llallcer of Fleet Stree t . 

The oost of t he lll8g&Zine was One Shi lling , an enomous amount of money 

in those days , so one must conclude t hat only th e aons and daughte r s of 

the gentry could afford to buy it. 
' The Ycuth •s ~lagazine ' appeared in 1805 , and had a monthly run 

f or 62 years. 'Youth ' s instt-uct or and Guardian ' coCD>Dced in 1817, and 

rsn monthly ! or 38 ysars. 1822 saw t he start of 'The Youth ' s lliscellany ' 

but this md a very sh ort life, anding at the 18th issue . 

'?iew Youth •s Magazine • s pirate on the ' Youth• s l!s@llzine • had only 

a short run in 1824 , fini shing at t he 10th number, but when in 1832 the 

•Boy• a and Cir l • s Penny Me.Sil sine • appeared, histo ry was being m de, as 

this vaa tile actual first weekly -ine t o api-r to cater f or the 

general juvenile public in England . This ma@llzine ia so raN tba t the 

British Museum only hes t hree copies - Nos. 9 , 17 and 18 , put I am 

f ortunate m ough t o lBve six issues, obtained so:ne ysers 880 , through 

t he kindness of the late Mr. ll . Lawson. Thia paper consisted of eight 

pages - size siJDi.lar t o t he .... u ' Boys Realm ' its contents were like 

all juvenile publicati ons in the vary ear ly days - of a hi8h1Y religi ous 

educatiooal and ' goody-goody ' flavo ur. Its publisher up to No. 18 Y0.3 

It'. Howden of 194 Strand , whm after that date it was published by C. 

Penny of 11 O Chanc ery Lane . 
A very interesting announcement in No. 21 sta t es to a reader that 

t he Cbristmis sale of this periodical was ' balf a million three hundred 

and thirty five thousand• written 1n modern form makill8 835 ,000 copies 

being s old that week. If this was true the n the ' Boys and Girls Penny 

1'.asazine' could eBSlly claim to hlvs hld the higl>eat circulation of all 

juvanlle publ icati ons - even th o 'MB6net ' was only 250,000 at its peak . 

Maybe it was this announcement of the high circuls tion figures 

that bought a new rival in the field in late June. of 1833, as another 

firm of It'. Strange brought out a similar type of !>'per with the rev ersed 

title of ' Girls and Boys • Penny r"'6Uine. • Bot h the rlXl8 of these 

pepars are uncertain , as I have No . 23 of the f ormer ( the la s t known) 

but while I am f ortunate enough to h!lvs a l ong run of the latter pape r 

up t o No. 31, the British llus'"111! can produce copies up t o 36. 

Boys ' papers appeared more frequently aftsr this date , and I have 

dealt with most of them in previ ous Annual articles. To a collec t or o! 

old boys' ficti on however , I must point out that the real blood -t hirsty 

stories f or boys did not appear unti l the 1850s - pr obably start ed vi th 
----- ·----- .. ... -, ..... ,, .... , ____ , __ ___ ... _____ ,,_,,,_..,, ............. ,. , ,...,,. .. ,HIN,,.I ... ,, 
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the •Penny bloods• in the mid-eighteen forties, but of these I hope to 
write in a later article. · 

S'ffiAJIGE. OON ' T YOU THINK? 

by J olm Farrell 

It ao happens 12iat UIS 1960 •Dtaest Annual • .a the fln:t l •nr poaeeaaed, a., r 
onJy b4Ml8D8 a Albscr l ber to the •e 1aeav l a.st 7"ar". 

TM · ~· &rTlflCI abou t a lc:rtnf&ht before C?rtstaa, anct , or cour se , u aom 
a., I l a id hands on tt, I went tlrouah U. rapidly , glo&tln& O'f'er tb e contents , and tell Ire 
mo,u lf what a eood time I •• &oln.g to hBTe read l nc: It . 

It tben occtrred to • that to enJQY Uw • Annta1 1 u It was 11eant to be enJo)'ed ,, 
requ1Nd UW rlih,t. t1ma and surrounci tng s. Ho dlpptne Into tt f or the odd tlvt mlnutea 
( 'lltll ch I wa.s !IIJCh tmpUd to do) but to have a 'lllbole e ventne , tree from enry other 
ectlv lt,,y, to bro,.. to It" heart.a content . 

I tbere ana Ulen dec i ded to pug the Annual awq Wltll the evenq ot Clrlst .. 
Day, tflen, after th e ebtldNn had gene to bed , Md ., good l edY was busy wU.h her Olll'l 
~tlon , I could nlax tn front of th e fi re and thoro'UghlT lose myse lt 1n •d,Q' s ot 
yout21. • 

fflts Idea, J am pl eased to -,, I can-led out , ate m ty putting aa tde au te£:l)tat ton 
to steal a surTeptltlous &lance a t tbe Annual cllrlf'.C the tnterventnc per iod, ant.I att.er
wards teeltns lbat It bad bem tbe ftn tmq touch Wl'l.lch meae a really- enjayat,le ~lsto!$. 

A few d«1's !J!!t Oxrl8tc:as, I "8a s truck bY' a vary atnr:.ge thougbc.. What had 
t.akm plac e wtt:b re&ard ~ Cb• .&nm.al at Cbl"tstmaa, bad happened , wtth some varlattooa , 
a gooct lllll!WIY yera: before . 

Jt so happened that at the erd of the year t9D, I was just becomtna ac Qua tn tecl 
wttll •cc,mtos ,• be.lna a NCUlar Nader or Qi t ps an:t Lot.-o-f'l.al., 'lllllch I bolJlht f rom th e 
Mtll'sa&ents, togettl.er wUb lk>th er' s Red Letter . 

At tbat period, money-waa; YerY aoarce, aro the two oocica were • we*17 Quota of 
re acuna: matte r. I dtd receive antther twopence on S&t\lr'daT artemoon , which was herd
earned on Batlrdq rniarnt,w: bJ Nmlng erranda and doing odd Jobs 8l"Ol.hl tbe hou88. Tbla 
tll)pence 11118 tnvartabl.y dh1d8d into one penny for -•ta , til e other tar t he picitrt: a , 
1:bere beln& no oore soend l na JDCne¥ 1.11t11 the t ollC*ln& weekenc. 

At thi s tt1:11 at achoo} , qulUt a lot of •awopptng• of coolos took place, atd l 
thua bee.- acquain ted wttb otbere ea 1'111811 as tha me s J bou&ttt - •Cootie cut.. •'Tbe 
Jes ter- •J18rr7 and BrtCht • etc . 80Wffer, I nottce:ISeveraJ. Cloe-eared boob as well u 
coalca belne handed n:u.m, anCI atier a "1tle , oenaged to exch.erlp a coa te tor one of 
these . I thus , r« tb.e fir st time, IZl8t Buffalo Bil l 1n tb e Aldlne Bu.ttalo Bill Library . 
\.flat a U..1111 ~ a Nn'elatlon l I OOUldD•t 1e t bola of ebouCJ) of them, no a.tter' bow 
sn,bby er do....,8Nd. 

And men, on one of qy vJs lta kl the newsagent , t aw the CUM'9'lt 11r>Ctbly m.mt>era 
ot the Buttalo 8111 L t tru,, laid out on u.e comter . Brand "'"• the first new mu I had 
ever se en, slid •lq>J.7 begg Ina to be read . But the price. ~ 'tflole penny eadl . Wbere 
-.s I to ee,i the pr t ee7 I l ooted n t:n.em :regre tful.17 anc1 c.ore 11111e1r mlBl' . wonder Ina bow 
on earth I coal.d ra i se ao• extn coppers t o purchue Wae pr,eotous books. I danmft 
8* tor 8lU' acre money at heat. ha Tl-.: &lreadr beai i.old Ulat J •a lwky' to &et wtat I ..... 
=r posseaston 11hlcb bad not to bt 8CCCU'ltad. tar et ; and now t:be Tl•lt. to ibe bo<*-

F'l'oa tha'C. doT to this , I don't bC9I' bclf I ied It, bUt I dtd get twopence ln 'C.o 

sbop an1 the pq,:hutnc ot t.hl YO boob: . t ah!ll a a NCleber me t.lt.lq •n. F'hant.aa. 
Dl&serl" #d •auttalo Bill• • 807 Parda.• 

Now I awt trlt.e of tllhat. bappene(I tn 191J , lll!.1cb ta so stmtlar to ttw. t.. happened tn 



1960 , &ltho\llh tbert de t lnlt.el)' la no connectton bttMa, thta . 
~ 1•n-1,. Ult ttl) • Bu.ttalo 1111.a• 1 tnoueht t o m:r-•lt, I ...... , en Jay I.bell io 

~ ut.moai, not tl"'111'W to read th811 between UHon• • D ool , (an ol d dod&e), or wl t.h a 

cmdl• In bed, but a t a tlm and plact 111t:1ere I could tnJCG' U'l.tc:i Ulcrouahl)-. .lit.er a 

a:nia t dtal or U'K>Ulbt, I d.ctded t..0 bide UleD 1n2er tbt Uno 1n the 11n1rc-room wittl 

Ort 1tae1 , 1llt:llcl'I wa, • °'°""'le or WHU orr . Tbln a rt .. 1.u on ctrlatm. nentna . I would 

th'd a com er b)' l:b8 tlrt, ~ a,Jci, Cbee to rtt blart.• content. I did tn JOT lh8l:I IOo , 

pertiap1 au t.he mort •o , bfl,euse or tMt lltt lt act or H ll-dtnlal, 111blch '° queer l.7 

repeated lt H ll so mM¥ years later. 

wg..cott:, ST, CQ1UHC'§ 

DY Apgn• LAnRPll 

Talbot Batnea Reed'• •Fifth ,Ol"CI at St. Dominic' .. bt aan It s n.r'l u a tow-week 
eerlal on a . a .c. telnlalon on Tuu dq, 211t r 11t1rua.ry. It atartad 111111, and 1h'ea prcmilst 

or Ja"C"ldl!'W .,..t raaclno tlr11 a,t.ertalran t. Stttlnp are uce:Uen t, thouilb It ta no t = .:!';; .~Cl)~( 9:~,:U<*lbl:r.=~~ &111 to,:!~· In '=.!.~~·rt! Cf!i~~. tt:' 
we., flll"lttnc About h JI ON1 sch ool . Thia ,. or cOUZ"te, was not na11¥ true, t or he MU nt'Yer 
at a publlo scbool . 

CUtlnc or u. aerial • ., Hceptlona.111 1ooct, wUh th& poulblt enept.ton or 

OUnr crectleld ""° ts., bl& Wt be dnrfa ntn tb e adlllt chl.r&l,ter, In tb8 play . It 

11 pl easan t t o Mt a Nrloua IChool ltcr'7 well done on telnlalon , and It trtngs boa 

rather torct tullY, U. pou tbllttl u U\8.t 8NI betnc missed tor Ill• pr"()C)Jctlcn of a .ertou.s 

Oreyfrlara atory . 
t1ar\1 reacklra Will re1:1tmtir U11 anent ttlm of • Ftt th Foni at St . Dominic•.- 'fltllch 

..._. nleaHcl In tbe Mrlllr twentlu. 'Zbat wa, a Tet7 tin • ~t.ton, or. as. l eut , lt 

.. , med 90 a t Chat tlm. n. pan ot 8C.1pben C:Nenrleld 10 that old film 1111111 pl.a7ed b1' 

Ntct7 Brentto"3, ""°• wtth hla slater Aagt1, appered as junnU e a with t\1Cb auc cesa tn 
lrtttlh t n.1111 at t.bat t.ln. It. •• llllltt'i1' yeer• •Ince I blff l h 1aro ot NICQ' or Agle 

Bran tf ord (they eppeBNld u cblldrttl toge uier 1n the nant fl lJD •s eccn(I to Norui• 'flhtoh 

hod as lta rather mtw"t hero lhl actor , t1ooN t1&1Tlott. later to becoc» taroua: as fl\t 

ol d end tootbleu man tn tbe Will Ray- school aketc:hea) . 
I ..ardtr lltlat bloam of tht Branttcrda. 

KNCCPror f'ORgfli AHEAD 

ICNOO(.our PNNnta an extN m}¥ lnteresttnc stui::)' U\111 da,Js. Thi Polley seem 

cl t erl)' to be th e irtHhtatlon ot moN r eadla& •tttr and l Ha coatc plcuru ,. and thU , 

ln our opinion , 11 M 11c 11len t trtnd. We bope lt eontlr.wi s . The start e a ireatint.ed are 

,~irlnta or t 81"17 succH n s , and Cbta tact al.one , aboul d ~ INOOUX1f a WHk.17 !!!!.!-t or 

l'\'lif'YOh t ClO J)l.,:JhSHI lnteNat ln (U" hobby . 
'lbare lannot be rm.ch clout>, lhat RookJlood ha.I been a cona tderebll ~eaa , and Ula 

presentation or t.M se atorlea, alnoe the)' be&an e t 1:bl end ot laat aa::.r, has been tu,,,, 

olnatlnc t o t oll e11. So r.- , two artu bave appunc1 , and a third one IM&lnl now 1n 111c>-

r 1bnlar7. w, bad Ole SC.crlH or Jta:ar SU•ert • an-tftl lllbtcb Ht u. lo7•• rr1 erd on a 

new l eaae of lite In 19'15, f ollowed tlJ' Ole •Dtacnce ot Bulk.el.,- se r lH ,t\lcb appeared 

tn the F)-Jtnd lnthe earl)' sui::mi:r of 19'18. 
CentNt.111 aouk tna, the new l)NHnt atl on hu be81\ 11191) done. ConquHt r ena mtll' 

Mft tilt 80d tnaete:nnlnat e lrrlc. atlon 'ftltn reedl~ hm. Ll ka 1at1n1 a aauaaa• roll 

t roa 'lllhtch part of the ..aaa• ha.a bHn rmD'Ttd , u It 111.N. J. t eellna or aomUltnc not 

quite cculne ebotlt the akrJea. '!bit baa cert.a.Int., been dut to tbl atrld&Dtnt (qultA 

.l!\.!!!l!l!,t.a.'1."J...."'!L.12..!b! l!&J\IW\l!Xl,...llUUll)Jl.lll,a , I'( Ibo !!lllll'!IIJl:..RL.!Jl!..11119! 
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bars tat' u. td t oca or ibe l)Ul)Uc ICboola. ff'lte IIUbst U.utlon bas luaenect , howffer, aa 
tt..me has paaaed • and 1n tbe law.st Hrles i t aeeae ve17 a lt lht indeed , Ylf>.lcb la all t o 
OM 1ooe1. W. MN to N8111ber, t.oo , lba t t.be st.cr i es ao t ar reprinted were a lonl "81' 
from bl:tns a.en ConquHt, a t bi s bea t . 

1bt new aert ea, eonc ern trc a r elat ion ot BmTth8 , appeared 1n til e f't"lencl ln tbe ur l.Y 
IUDD8r ot 1920. n. t.lt l ea Mre •The Nal!Mil esa Btran&e~ •The Boy Wltbou t a Ne~ 
•BqlCbe•a " '" Pal • arr1 •ai.arue at Rodotood . • Reprinted 1n tbe s.0 . 1- u 1 1be 8oT from 
~re.• 1 ra th er pedestr i an story , in the old da1s, tboUgh n. haa l ta IIOlll8nta. 

We ura• an our readers to sup~ JINOCKCK11' tb.ese dsya . !ti-d a wetk I s a s-.1 1 
price io PlO' rcr t oll c:.tne one ot tbl most tnterestt.na d nelopmen t s or recent "era. 

ODDS AND £ND6 

By Cerry ,UUson 

~ §.ry{'in)~ ~~a~~;o~~ ~t~ .~~~r~~fs': t~j~. r;ce::;= ;!: 
~ N(IOrUna tbe •tr.er .. Sew:I b)' tr . RamJlton . At all events , tbe foUQlflDC 
Je t t.er has ~ appeared In The Guard i an. 

Bir - I baw seen a quota t ion troo 7rur pape r, In l'tllch your cr i t ic 
desc r ibed -v s:::boolt >OT dlaraeters or Greyt r tar, a., •hope l essl)' da ted.' 
Hr . Greenfi eld ts , of course , entit l ed t o h i s CR\ opinion; bUt SU"9lY, 
1n a responsib l e Joomal l lk:t the 1 Gurd lan" a ,r Jt,e.r rl,ould not state 
a personal opin ion as a ract . 
1 tt nd tt dtrrtcult to belt ne that m:r • Bunter Books• '111:lUld be se ll ing 
th ouaand.11 or copi es c.ooa,-at 911. &:,. a tta, tr they be lon.ced , M It' . 
Oreen rt el d ranotes , 'lllloll7 to the pan . I do not wl sb. to arcue th e 
point with ttr . Creen tl eld. AN we not to l d, tn th e Ciood Book, s t eontUderla 
atultum tn ptla, n«1 aut ere t.ur ab eo st.Ultl tl a e;1us? But I wouJ.d reooamend 
a wrse or Prior to tbe eclt torl&l cons idera ti on; 

Let hlt:I be kep t tru:i paper. pen end lnlt , 
So that be cease to trite , and l earn to thtnk! 

Yours &e .. f'RANlC R.IOIARC8. 

Thi ertect ot thos e Ckluble-balTeilC!i:1 quotations rrust haw been terr ifi c .. (Jr an, 
Ret10TIU oamo i. oonatnae the one ln Lati n, be CX1.J re r er to Pron rbs nv u , 22 .. ) But It'. 
GNentt eld llll'lde the om&nde horl<.rnbl e . Re wrotet 

The rmort was tntended a.a a OOl:Clltment trom a Btmter dnoi.ee or many 
19are etand ln&. !ht ~ • out ot da t .. CNytr l ars becomes tn a f as t 
d\ana l1- worl d , ti. 110N attn.otlvt: do lt a l:l8JlY Ylrtuea appear bo r.b to 
old escapists a')d ,-oung. t.orw ao- tt ccnttnue l 

Wur~~~~t~,! :C::ri~ =~r~~.~~.~:1r:' ~! !: tor 
copf e.s ot the Nel son Lee onl,y. And In tbe Janua17 c.o. a eoITeaporxle nt wished tor more 
Lee mt.ertal In Ula Arnlal. Tbls ta m excell ent a tgn, I thi nk., 

~ An:t pl"e-'llfar' Amuala ot Teddr h tl or th e Dl.117 Katl <r 11111 .tCJ:'9P books of cu t tings 
~ . ttallot ..... . 
N. VF.AR. le2 F'.AIRWAT, !OOI. 
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BLAKI-ANA 
Condu::ted by JOOEFl!I!IE PAOO!All 

ti , Archdale Rood. F.ast Dulvieh, London , S. E. 22 . 

The response to my request f or short articles and 'bi ta and 

pieces ' about Sexton 1114ke h8a been somewhat disappointing. In fact, 

at the time of writing I have rec e ived only OliE. llovevar, I a,:, hop ing 

that more will be forthcollllll8 in the naar future. 
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SEXTON BLAKE A.'l D THE IIE!.SON LEE LIBRARY 

By Reuben God.save 

The brief entrances of Sexton Bl ake and Tinker into the Nelson 
Lee Library alw~ed to me to bring an atmosphere of reality to 
the friendly ri of the two detectives. 

In the Erne t Lawrence se r ies , Nipper write s to Tinker suggesting 
that he (Tinker) sh ould write to him at St . Frank's College with an 
in vitation to a t tend a •party• with some of bi s friends . Actually th e 
•party• would a ttend a boxing mtch in the Wee t &ld of London in which 
Lawrence was boxing under th e pseud onym of Young Ern . Perhaps Nelson 
Lee guessed what was behind th e l et t er, fo r he allowed Nipper and his 
friends t o be picked up by Tinker on condi ti cn that they a rri ved back 
early t he following morning. Arriving at Blake ' s home the boys met 
Serton Bl ake , who had a rr ived beck from the Nort h of &lgl.and s ooner 
than Tinker expected. Af t er explaining th e real reason for the visit , 
the boys were pl e ased when Blake was able to ge t a seat from t hemsel ves . 

Another occasi on wa s during t he stay of the schoo l in London, 
owing t o a fire doing cons idera bl e dama£8 at St . Frank 's. Sir Mont ie 
Tregellis-West, hlving been kidnapped for ransom by two men, succeeded 
in escaping from the house of his captivity , and , in so doing, ran 
strai@h t int o Nelso n Lee, who was abou t t o go to the rescue of the lad . 
Then, in the da:r!cness , bot h wer e savage l y s truck down by the kidnappe rs . 
Nipper, now worr ied by the absence of Nels on Lee as we ll as Sir Mootie, 
took a dvantage of Tinker ' s presence - he IBd dropped in to tea - t o ask 
f or the he lp of Serlcn Blake in inve s tipting Lee's di sappearance . Thus, 
following an exci t in8 chase afte r a barge en the Ri ver Thames by Sexton 
Bla ke_. with the assistance of the River Polic!.t_ .Nel son Lee and "Sir _ 
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Montie wers found; end al t houeh by tha t Ume the position of the cai>
tors had bee n reversed , tt.,y now being in the packing-cases which had 
origina lly contained Lee and Sir Montie, Nelson Lee was grateful for 
Blake ' s help in capturing t he two kidnappers. 

On th e occasion of the return home of Nelson Lee and some of the 
St . Frank's boys from an enf orced stay in Mordania, a small country in 
t he Balkans, th ey were followild by two surviving lll€lllbers of the Tagossa , 
a powerful band of brigands which had practical ly been wiped out by 
the King ' s party with Lee ' s a id. The position waa getting too hot , and 
Lee, knowing tha t Sexton Bl ake waa in town, 'phoned hie asking i f he 
would send Tinker end Pedro round while th e seen t of the blood of one 
of the Mordanians was stil l strong , the latte r having overpowe red 
llipper in a fii!bt but leaving traces of blood. The trail led to an 
Under ground statio n, and it was only by the booking'-clerk 1'61lembering 
that a f oreigner had booke d to Golders Green station half an hour pre
viously that Pedro was able t o pick up the scent froc, that sta ti on, 
thereby E!'labling the two Mordanians t o be captured . 

These few instances show how Sexton Bl ake and Tinker had associ 
ations Id th Nelson Lee and Nipper from t i me to time , althoueh the 
activities of each piir were rec orded in separate librari es . 

§EXTON 8LAlE TIE m:RN.AL 
(.l lf\ort extract fr<>CD a Q\.apter on sex t on Blake t aken rrom Hartlen Leckeooyts •tteoor1es 
of Old Boys • Paper s .) 

Many raaclnattng thoughts arise thlnklrc back thrctcb tM years to that day Mlen 

~~~~ ~~~s~~= =~ ~"!:s:e:x::e~ft:;: ~ crw:n~-:\l)t -,:;' ·s~:, 
ts a t .:ur1¥ COICll:IOO one; but Sexton? t.booa:aon enQUlh l.n nr)' truth tor a Chr1St1an nace 
and irol)abl.¥ neve r vsed n se,,tiere either before or a Ince. When he evolTild t he plot be 
1'K>Uld llttl e dream that ln the years to come dozens ot autb::ra, scce then not born, would 
earn te es tor 11rttln1 stories round tbe sama n•• · Neither NOUld he tbtnk that there 
would come a ttcie when an act.er wwld ua:e th e nem on tbe s tage, or tbat a :flacl:ow figure 
or Sexton Bl oke lffl.ll d tlte1t:er ac.ross a screen; and 'l'flat ta still more cert a in, t s th e 
tact that I t would never ~ to him t hat at a s till late r day mllltoru1 ot people all 
O'fe.r ttie world wOUld be able to bear the vo~ce t •sexton Blake- at one and the sace 
tl ma. No, h e certatnU, "OUJ.d nner have th or that. 

And In namtna the hero tor hta ltttte at , hu It enr occurred t o 7ou devoi eea 
or tbe det ect t...-e a~ry t hat be ,e t a t aahton tn dete ctive nacies lltilch had been c opied 
many tl mta atnce? Th.tnk or aoma or the alwtba ,tK> bPe a t ttma s been popular atnee 
that day ln the 19th centurr, Nelson Lee, K:enyon F'ord, Abel Link, Vernon Reed, Cardon 
F'ox, 01.xon Brnt , Btanl.Q' Dare, Pen-en Locite, Denk Clyde, Kart.In De.le and oh, many 
mre. All wtth two syllables tC'I" the Clrlstlm neme, one tor the second . Scme ecept.tc 
_. Hf ttWby g tw the credi t. t o the hlmtlle ,rlter ot th e first Sutm Bl ake? WhY not 
Conan Doyle? He had created Sherlock RolmH before tha.t . • Well perbaps ao,. bot. I 
prefer to believ e that "'41n ot.ber authon were chooelrc a name ror their det eottve thlQ' 
tn st loctl vtl.y U>outtit or SHt<I' Blake raater tllan of Sherloek Holmes •• • • • • • • • • • 



The Golden Nt;e of t he Magnet is 
notab l e for the Y81f in which the series dovetailed to-
gether . The current series would have a more than nebu
lous link with the previous one , while the ne:z:t aeries, 
waiting in the wings, would c ertainly be connected with 
both. It was a peculiarly satisfying system for the 
regular reader. 

Oddly enoueh, none of t hese dovetailed ser ie s seems 
to be 81DOJl8 t he most popular, judgillj! only from the num
ber of times that different series crop up in the letters 
I have been receivill8 over many years. It appears that 
the series vi th the more definitely marked boundaries 
would be certain to be placed hi@ller if a vote were 
taken . This could be due t o the difficulty of findi"8 
a name for a series \.h1.ch really embraced severa1 series . 

One series of this type, brilliantly written, is 
mentioned seldom if ever, and I find it st range that this 
should be so . It appeared in 1932, · and Jotm Geal, 
writing about it in the 1949 Annual , called it the "Harry 
Wharton, Dom on His Wck.11 series . Actually, Joml was 
ref erring t o only part of the series, which passed on in
t o t he "Vemon-Smi th, Skipper" series , t he tv o being 
link ed by an Easter holiday at llharton Lodge. Here , then, 
we have three series which can hardly be regarded as any
thing but one long series. Yet nobody ever acclaims it . 
F.e.ch story was so beautifully handled that I feel it must have been 
very popular when it appeared . 

It was a story of stock situations, which may spoil its impact 
nov, though it vculd have !Erdly have done so for many readers at the 
time it was published. 

Fart One we can call the Harry Wharton, SVot, series . Harry 
ina dvertently read part of a l et ter writ t en by Col onel llharton, in 
which the Colonel referred to "an ungrateful. nephew." Harry assl.lDed 
that the l etter was about himself, and decided to dispense with bis 
guardian's assistance. This was a stock situation, and mi.sumer-
stan dings of this type can become irritating. It was saved by some 
fine character pictures concerning Wharton and the Bounder. In aoe 
outstanding sequence the Bounder offered an absurdly hi8h price fo r a 

·--------------·---·------ ·--



) N I AN A c.fcle Wharton vas sellin;t, and llhart:9 ~:e 
to regard this as patronage. The bitter 
feud between Vharton and Smithy resu1 ted , 
snd neer th e end of the section , Smithy 

became Captain. Here was more repetiti on, f or Cardew had 
ousted Tom Merry, and Mornington hsd treated Jimy Silver 
similarly. 

Frank Richards did not let the misunderstsndin8 
thEmlO becane tedious , and it was cleared up in t he f ourth 
story . But the feud continued . 

Part Two, F.6ster Holidays at Wharton Lodge, near which 
t he Bounder was living in a bungalow. One s t ory gave us 
t i.. familiar, but always attrsctive sequence of t he benk 
raider who doffed his disguise in a wood. _Another stock 
si tusti on was the Bounder setting his f ollowers t o kidnap 
Wharton and maroon him on en island for the night - and 
gettin;t Redving instead. Csrdev did the same thin8 in 
the Csrdev, Skippe r series . 

Part Three, a half dozen excellent stories vi th 
Vemon-Smith as Captein of t he Remove. So we had three 
secti ons dovetailing to make one series , with Frank 
Richards in excallent form. 

If, as I l&ve assumed, this series is not so pop.. 
ular es plenty of t he others, what i s the r88.Son? Was it 
the fact that it was really three serie s in one, and we 
have found no collective name for it? Was it the repe
ti ti ons of themes, for there vere several ? 

Or. was the S. O.L responsible'? The series was very 
badly presented here . The s tory ended with the Easter Holiday sequence, 
the last ta l e being ruthlessly cut in its final chapters. th• third 
pert of t he series was omitted entir el y . 

If some enthusiasts Nll!BDber the tales only as they appeared in 
the s .o.L., i t may wall be that the poor presentati on les se ned the 
popularity . 

It's just my point of view! 'oft..t's yours? 

* * • • * 
CONTROVERSIAL F.X:HOES 

NO, 46. llH1'N IS A COMIC NOT A come? 

~;n-!J i!'!: ::.a= :::rs.·~~:,.: =~!~:-W~!:,0
~ ~of _______ ... ____ .. __ , .. _ ,,_,_ ..,, _____ .,,, ____ ..,, __ ..,....,,, .. _,,_ 
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mags tor- YCU'.W people are re t etTe<J to conec ttv e1Y u Cot:11cs, OW" woekl.7 papers were 
never lmped t0&ether Wider one gen eral heading . bUt were called lndtvldUBllY by na:rie. 
Toda¥ a chtl d m.l&ht ~ • 1 want to get r:q coc::ilca• and hold out an tn a latent hand rcr 
hal!-a-croNl. In our yooog days * sa id •'ft\& He.gnet• a out todQY. Can I have tuppence, 
please?• w8 had to make do "Ith fewer pape rs tn t hose day, , and 28 paa:es of reading 
t.ook t onger to peniae Ulan the 20 pages ot pi ctures fflleh are th e comics of t.oda)' . I re~ 
-.r baartn& the tenll Penny Bloods used to describe 'at Oft'! f a tb erta r ead1"8, but, s o tar 
a s m;y OM .ant 1 each paper IIM called l ovl~l.7 by Its ONl name. 

~=!7,1"n· •c~~~~~~~~! ·:;:~ng~! ::a~~ 1'~~~ ::1~: to 
graVeJard 81\odcera In the pecuJ. tar term •hort'or COC!lc.s.• These lnv~r~ :cm: :a . .=: q:.1tt.e 
COtll'30I\ nOf'adays. Whereas It fllQ.S once a coJll)ll ment to descr i be someor:c a:; :=.q,.w:-e- Ul8 
word becoc:iea an tnsun In th e minds or thos e l'flose r.us toal mse ts St . Vlt tic .. 

RQN CR9Ycl E, ti t a C\Y opin ion that th e all-er.brac i ng t erm, comic s , la now t"ppl led to al l 
youne people ' s period i cals fer the atci>le reason tha t the Boyt s Book, as ::.~~:, ., !!: 1S pr ac t
lcal.1¥ dlaeppe&red . t cSoubt tr there are hal f a dot.en on the mri<. .i ! . .:oo:.•·., l'!f ··~ rve n 
these are beg lnnlrc to take on aoc:e or the characte r lstle.t or comlC'~~ l"Jtr, :;;:.,, 1es in 
p ictures. I am sure that th.ere IIIIOUld be a mrk.et t or papen tor boy2 &3t.,o 1.:: ·~ 15 , but 
becaus e they woUld m.:ike on1¥ a relat iv e]¥ small profi t ccxr;>ared "Ith women' s paper s , no 
publl sber seecs to be Intere sted . 

::!s~- . ~ :S~=~~~~a::~:~: =~ ~~~rt:m;.,c.sur:u~:80;'9 :Etf~c~~ ~~al 
plentY or flftO.t they wm OOQtcs, and ftlat oomtcs t.hey ar e. Brten.y t.he.Y are tyol eal or 
the txldern trend .. o tl'end which can accoun t tOC' oth er Ullnp such as Increas e ln cr i me, 
r.he senseless c:raYln,: t or pleasure , U)e reluctance to ffCol'k. One could so on f r.<!,.rtnttely. 

We know 1'11:lat a real QOGIIC Is , and we know tb e difference betwem the ::;,·.:-: ,'.!lil a re&l. 
cot1lo. f'or tha t we can be U\Mktul, but put c:loNl th e cna:wer t o the quest. Ion In ~ !nt. I t 
1s the s ign of chsl gtnc tt r:es, and we csnnot do cf\Ytlllng about It. Maybe a good many nr. 
Cllelehes , deal tng out sb: of the bes t 'IClen needed , ts the ansner. 

REVIEW 
"BILLY BUNTER 1S 'ffiEASGJIB..HONT" 

Frank Richards Cassell 9/6 
This, th e 28th and l ates t of the Billy Bunter books , i s Frank 

Richards at his briehtest and best . Throueh a l ogical sequence of 
events Bwlter bec omes possessed of a mysteri ous parchment, boaring a 
message in Latin which seems t o give the clue t o a treasur e hidden by 
one, Brother Jolm , in the days when Henry th e Eiehth "di sso l uted the 
monkeries . " The s cene changes rapidly, and we visit Number One Study 
on the Remove Passage, t he Fifth Form dwelling of Horace Coker , t he 
ee ri e cl oisters , th e Popper's Island in the cen t re of th e gleaming Sarl<. 
What more could a Greyf'riar s fan ask? 

This extremely well-written and mos t readable story has star 
par1;s for Harry Wharton, Bob Cheny , and Coker; Skinner end his seedy 
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toadies hove their litt le hour; and the inimita ble Quel ch , th e real 
Qiselch, ard the delicious Prout, the real Prout , are present t o add 
delight to the tal e . 

It would be unfair t o give th e game away and tell you vhether 
Bunter eventually finis his trea sure, and ve hope your will- power ""'Y 
be strong eno"8h to s t op you from having a peep at the las t page in 
advance to find out . 

"B\mte r' s Treasure-Hunt" is we ll up t o the high standard of the 
series , and is ~Y recoD111ended. 

flOUIID BRITAIN QUIZ 

In mio,-February a question, sent in by our Alan St ewart , was 
asked in t he ra di o progra,m,e "Rourd Britain Quiz . • 

The question waa: "Connect three schools with the names Clifford, 
Richards, Conquest and ste t e who created al l t hr ee . • The programne 
bad seemed dull and stuffy till thi s question came up t o electrify the 
panel . The r eply came vith great enthusiasm and a good deal of very 
pleasant chit- cha t c oncerning the Hamilton Schools . Thet t he panellis t 
knew his llamilt oniana vas obvious, and a listener vould have l iked the 
speech t o have la sted l onger , 

Congratulations to Alan Stewart f or his initiati ve , 

GEMS OF HAl!IL'l'ONIANA 

Samiey Bunte r blink ed throU8h his spe ctacles at a fat figure t hat 
r oll ed in a t th e gates , and grinned, He recognized his major , whom he 
had not seen since the day the Lover Fourt h walked out of Grey:fr :iars. 
Sam,ey had not missed his i,ajor, In th e Bunter clan bro t herly love could 
not very vell continue , as it had neve r started , But Sa,mzy Bunter r olled 
dovn to t he gates t o greet his returning relative , vith a fat grin on 
his podgy face . Fran "The High Oaks Series , " 

(Sent in by J olm Houston, Belfast) 

Claude Hoskins spent quite a considerable portion of his pocket 
money on music peper - whi ch he imediately proceeded to depri ve of its 
msrtet value by writing music on i t. 

From MB8net 1304 , 
(Sen t in by Peter Hanger, llorthampton ) 

(Book Souvenirs are awarded for every item published in this column.) 
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FAMOUS SguES NO. 5 

"A Dangerous Doubl e , " perhaps ti.. finest story of the f aa:ous 

Sta cey seri es of 1935. Thio aer~s is considered by most oollec t ors 

t o contain some of Frank Richard,( very finest work , end it provides 
magnificent reading by an,y yardstick, Featuring Harry Whart on in the 

star rol e , and vi th superb cricket backgrounds, it could hardly fail 
to ring the bell vi th Meenet fans. 

The artist - Leonard Shields. 

* * * * * 



SEXTON BLAKE TODAY 

&!~ ~1 ,w:O ~!.. ~!· e:!:t ':,:'oo ;-~:;1:! ~· ,:;:-:: ~i! .. .;_. 
or Colleetwa • D11u t. 

'ffle re1:1rum7 noTtls arr. '8R'.>T' P'R01 TIE DARP b7 PbtUp ~ . !lite la en UP'"' 
to-tbe-mlnUie arstcrJ' Uirlller teat.urtnc Ute llhole or tbe su ·ton Bl*• oraan1aauon . ans. 
lnt.r'Oduclnc Splaall J[lrt,y and Jnapeot<:r Coutu . 'Pl.RSUIT TO AlDDUA' b7 .lr1llur" Nao-lt en, ,,. 
war ltOl7 ln 1'1:lt ch &ext.on Blake la Oft the trail d a maa......rdl'Nr. 

5.2";;ad~.P=n~~~s ~~I=~ 1~~ t>"P9C.U:~ ~-81:-C:\~ ... =-br 
TCUlh 1brlller. It Jou haTe not )"It TOtld , 10U: s till JWre a GlmlN to do •o. 

Ua~ ffl?u.!CWJ~R:•:!7 c:.:!i:-:. ~::,, °:'.a~~~= t~ea r!:'8i:. 
st.er)' wttbtn. w. •re b7 no •ons !RN ~ m baml•t aa1t tllln& u.n. tbeN are uce p
t l Cll'la• but umall)' t.ba oonrs n°"8d8n 111'9 Ql:tlollceJ. of the •tarT· 'Ibis n:intb, tor 
Instanc e , t.be cowr of PlRSUIT TO ALGEJl tJ. l ta?U no doubt ULat ml boc*. OOOklna a Wl!II" 
storT. ln the tront ta a tou&b 8Dd deteralned s>ldler with c.tn belm t ar.i rtn e. In tbl 
backgrculd anotb t r soldi er has lR)8Ntl tlJ' Just landed b7 paractaut.e. l ,ra>oUoal oOffr 
'lllblcb. o lgbt •11 a ttra ct tbe l O'Ytr or "8r" 1torte.s. IROT FRa1 THE DARI bu lll 1be f on
frfflt a Mll-d en loptd Y'O'ml lad:1, •8l"lflC s, •xtNmtl.7 lo.--c~ ..,..,..q ~ . Sb8 la 
boldln& a rnolnr and l ooks C4)8blt of uatng tt . In the bactcrou,:2 a 1'0W1' lll!!lll ll ea , 
probabl.y mo t. Still turth er bBck _.. hO atem •lctok ln,: mm, e later detec.ttns er 
crimi nal.a:. Thi• picture does 1llua trate en ewnt Tu U. •kr7. but tbe PNSWttat t on 1• 
oo Ute Qlllbo ll cal a Jdt . suu•n~ u.. touch cri me it.on'. 

A oonr ot a maaaz.lne ta lntalded to Bl.trec t purcbNsra. It a l&W. pe:rbap9 • at lb • 
casual wlndow-~r. Wblcb c,Uld ,ou oonstder Qle DOii\ 11.t.e)J' to a\trect? 'l1w ~ 
bollcal conr , er 001 p:-eaent lrC a ac.ene troll til e st,caT . 

t1l8 \ttl es ot t.he ator tea ha'tt tMMxDe ld"e abatract In recent ,-an - a &1mce at 
our BLAIIANJ. li s t ot old titl es makes lhat. Tet7 ty ldent. In \bt old dep, Cbe tltJ.e 
usuallJ' l&Te acca tdta of tb e •tcrY. herl)' ot tbe tltl u MIN •loctrm&C.lc. tih l ah did 
not aa tter ao l orw as theJ' a ttracted.. Glance at a rn: •Tbe Bouae of rear- '8ol1'8d In 
36 hours" ' '!bl: Case or Ute t1an tn a1.- •n» CNat tl1aMllll N)'l:ter,ti . 'lbe -*m t itl e . 
bownlrr , ta ... ua111 S\aPPY and often wn.q. Look at tb e t t u ea or t bt t crtbcom1n& Harch 
lsaJts: 'SOIDltllin& to I.Ill Abolli' Md •A.asaul\ and Pepper . • WOUld J'W be ...,. a ttr-acted 
bY tbt abstnc t •Aut&ll.t and Peppe~ than bJ •The Case ot \be nan 1n Black" ? 

To aD up . do ptc ttru •ti.er at all? Do tltl u mt t.er a t al l ? We abould be tn
i«nsted to mait 7wr Tt ewa. 

J:r Iaf.1.t!9Zw~t'i:tt~c:!.W~=-«: •::n~t~~ =:.;u:or~~ :':Jtta 
telntaton. Walt.er Msed not to doubt \bat \b l.I a.ne la Shi Blake _.ltar 1llbo on:ated 
Zenttb, lhe AJ.b1oo • .Bill Lotta. bc:Jltlner, tn a ! etc.er to \be F..dttor or tbt Dtceet , tblnu 
Cbat AnlbonJ JUllen etene. til e a.s . c ... 1tar. ta t«1f' U. t.om Blake .. tier. Ho dCU>t 
aanebodY •Ill ttnd out tor certain In dUe cotrse. 

!'!!;J!/ J9rt'¥~ !8: ~o~ =-=r-ae:.i:_ ar:t!1:,.rm:i~N~ 
law. • t•m. mr na9UllU•a 1N at.est ran.• declared Iba real -lit e Sexton Blake. Re bu a acn 
al.:) named sexton , a. aoconU,w to tbe .,..peper. •baa toilowed tbl ednnturn of &bl: 
l eaenclar7 s l euth "8r • lna e ht l.eam ed io Nad.• 



( Cover r&-dravn by 
Keith Cod.save) 

•• 

NELSON LEE 
COLUMN 

Conducted by JACK WOOD 

THE CAREER OF NELSON LEE 

( Con tinUlll8 l!»IORilS OP OLD BOlS ' 
PAmlS, written by the late 
HERBERT m:Kllll!Y in 1943. ) 

Somewhere abou t this time 
Nipper was sent t o school - oh no, 
not to St. Frank's where hs spent 
so mny years and had so msny 
adventures, as to ld in the p,gee 
of the NE!3)N LES LlllRARr . No , 
the first school Nipper went to be 
educated was St. Ninian ' s . It 
would not have been far from St. 
Frank ' s either, fo r Maxwell Scott 
pleoed it in Sussex . 

Nipper did stny there 
l o~ enough to have plen ty of 
thrills and to necessitate several 
serials f or the telling thereof. 
llelson Lee , perhaps, did not pley 
a prominent p,rt in t heae stories 
but they should be included , f or 
his history would not be complete 
without ti- . All three p,pere had 

" share of them. "Nipper's Schooldays" I think, was the first of them; 

it appeared in the BOYS• HERALD, volume two. Others were "Captain ot 
St. Ninisn ' s" and "Nipper of St. Ninian ' s" in the BOYS' FRIEND and 

"'lbe Fi;iht~ Fifth" in the BOlS' RFALM. 
These stories were on orthodox lines as fer as I N!ID8lllber, Yi th 

feuds between rival houses , w,popular masters , snobbish bullying of 

scholarship boys , and a certain smount ot ,eystery and adventure. J.. 

chum of Nipper ' s at St . Ninisn ' s was Dick Stsrl~, another v&l'd of 

Nelson Lee. lie was one of the irtncip,l characters in one of t he 
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detective ' s cases, but the title of the etory in which he first appeared 
I forget. * ( 'Nipper's Schooldays ' * L.P . ) Later, however, he appeared 
to disappear from the scene altogether . At any rate, one never beard 
of him at St. Frank's when Nipper continued his edwation there sane 
years letar. Maybe th at was because another author wrote of Nipper ' s 
a dvantures there, and decided t o di sown Dick Sterling. 

Be was still at St. llinian's, however, when "Britain Beyond the 
Seas" started in No. 353 of the BOYS' rnIEtlD dated 14th March, 1900. 
In the first instalment we are told in Maxwell Scott •s precise fashi on 
that certain evants des cribed therein t ook place "on Saturday, the 
27th of July in the year of grace one thousand nine hundred and sevan." 
I would lay any odds that the Zlth of July of that year .!!!!!. a Saturday , 
f or Msnell Scott could always be relied upcn t o have details like that 
correct . Be allcved nine months er so betveoo the beginning of the 
events of the story and the J»blishing there of, because the charectars 
were about to travel the world quite a lot, am as their adventures were 
t old each week there wculd be a gradual bringing up to date. Yes, the 
creator of Nelson Lee was always scrupulously eare:f\11 in that respect I 

but I observe from the first instalment, which I happen t o have before 
me, m had not reached the end of chapter two before he had Nipper 
"quivering with excitement." As I have said in an earlier emptor, 
Maxwell Scott ~ bring in that expres s ion mny times and of t. 

"Britain Beyond the Seas " was on th e lines of Sco tt's earlier 
stories, a kind of mixture of "Birds of Prey" and "The Silver Dwarf. " 
Nalson Lee was thi s time at grips vi th the ' Internati onal Brotherhood 
of Ana=bists• and the all-impcrtent papars with names of the members 
were concealed in a mmi.ber of books . The search for these took Nelson 
Lee an::t. Nipper once more awarderi.ng over the face of the oo.rth. 

Once agun A. H. Clarke md tbe job of illustrating a llelson 
Lee story . 

Anothe r story, which I find appaared quite some time before this, 
was "Nelson Lee in the Navy" in the BOYS• HERALD; in fact it ran in 
that paper before "The Iron Hand" starting some ti.me in November, 19()6. 
Here the pl ot was the attempt t o leam the secrets of a new Britiah 
submarine by a f oreign pcver, the fore~ pcver on this occasion being 
France and not Germany . I see that Leonard Shielda did some of the 
illustrations, but I am not sure that be did the whole of it. One 
rather unusual incidant concerning this story was that the week before 
it concluded, it occu pied the front page pcsition - something I don't 
remember occurring with ~ other story. Nipper did not join the navy . 

"The Vinged Terror" also ran in th e BOYS' HmALD. As t he title 
.suggests, it was en airship sto ry , and once again Nelson Lee~~ -
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fight one of th ose crilllinal organisations with lll!lllY memberS. He must 
have been getting used t o them by that time . 

Othe r serials of which I have a note are : · "Detective Nippe r " 
(BOYS• RF.ALM) { "The Gol den Ques t " (BOYS• FRUM>), "The Film Detective " 
(BOYS' FRIEND), and "On His Majesty ' s Service" (BOYS' FRIEND?) . 

"Nipper of St. Ninian 's" one of the stories previ ously mentioned , 
appeared in the early months of 1913 , eo at that time Maxwell Scott had 
been cont ributing his Nelson Lee stories regularly for twelve year s . I 
Mvo mentioned 23 , and there may be one or two others I have c omplet el y 
f orgotten . My comments upon th em ar e a litt l e scrappy, but it is al most 
an impossibility to obtain complete details at thia ti me of dey thirty 
or more years after they appeared . 

The greet majority of the stories were re-published in the BOYS' 
IBIEND LIBRARY in more or l ess abridged form. I have already re l ated 
boll some of them a ppeared again in the Library in 1938 under a nother 
author 's name. That was , I think, about th e l imit . 

With the coming of the First Great War (or sh ortly after the 
outbreak) Maxwell Scott seems to have gi ven up writing serials about 
his favourite detective , but this was not the end of the name Nel s on 
Lee. Far from it, f or on June 6th , 1915, there appeared the NELSON LEE 
LIBRARY. It ""s destined to run for just over eighteen years, being 
amalgi,.mated ri th the Gfl>I on 19th August , 1933 . It ran in four different 
series, 568 issues in the firs t , 194 in the sec ond, 161 in the th ixd 
and 25 only in too f ourth. 

No. 1 was a rather Wlpretenti ous sort of produc t ion , doubtless 
due t o war time restrict io ns, and the st ory was ent itled "The Mystery 
of Limehouse Reach." Now for years I was urd.er the impress io n that 
until Maxwell Scott laid down his pen for good , no ons else wrote a word 
about the character he had created ; but evident l y this was not s o, f or 
t he first six storie s were written by othe r aut hors , yet Maxwel l Scott 
was responsible f or No . 7 "A Mis- carriage of Justiee . 11 Be als o wrote 
numbers 8 and 13. He my have contributed one or two others, but t mt 
was all . It seems r ather p,thetic , seeing tt,a t he had not given up 
writing a l together, that re sh oul.d play such a smel l p,rt in the des tiny 
of a p,per bearing the name of the character wh.lch was the child of his 
brain . Probably it was due t o the remorSe l ess hand of time , but doubt
l ess j,t gave him a pang to witness rivals weaving pl ots round the mme 
Nelson Lee. 

That firet sto ry, too, did not maintain the r eputati on he had 
bui l t up , for it was very poor stuff . Who wrote it I have been unab l e 
to discover. 
- ..... -- No. 20, "Twenty Fathoms Deep~vas written}?,Y .. Ed")' Searles _Brooks . 



In the years that were t o follow ha was destined to write far • ore words 
about Nelson Lee than even llanrell Scott ever wrote. I think I o1J8ht 
t o qualify that s t at ement, however, and say ha wrot e more words under 
the guiee of a Nelson Lee story , for in aany of those in a late r day 
t he detective was a very ahedovy fi8\ll"e indeed. llovever, more of tha t 
later . 

No. 2} was th e first of th e Leegue of th e Green Triangle stories, 
the arch-<lriminal head of which was Professo r Zingrave . It ves entitled 
"The League of th e Green Triangle." This criminal l e86"" cropped up 
quite a number of t i.mes in later years. E. S. Brooks wrote the sto rie s 
and they were on the lines of Maxvell Scott ' s "Birds of Prey•, "The Iron 
Band", etc . , tho1J8h written in a more flemboyant style. 

G. Bomilton Teed C8.CIO along in No. 24, "The Case of tho Tube of 
Radium" wherein Nelson Lee was up &@ii.inst t ho Black Volf . Teed , · of 
oourse , was already well known as an author of Sexton Blake stories . 
Be wrote several more f or the ll&SON LEE LIBRARI, but fNID that t ime 
on S.S . Brooks almost hold the f ield . Be introduced two other chara 
cters, Jim the Pmmn and Eileen Dare , Nelsen Lee's lady assistant . 
I don 't think E.S . Brooks' name was mentioned in cODDection with these 
storiss, and at, or about that ti.me, he was writing under the pen- name 
cf Robert V. Comra,de. There vere plenty of thrills and a ction in the 
three series he was contributing at t hat ti.me, but there vas something 
rather amggerated about his style , ao ... thing not quite natursl in hi.a 
dialogue tha t rather irked at times. Anywey, this type of s t ory ran 
for over two years, and then, wit h !lo. 112, dated July 28th, 19 17, th ere 
came a great change . Nelson Lee and !lipper vent to the school of St. 
Frank's , t he form.er as a mster , the latter as a pupil, am. they stayed 
there a l ong, 10D8 tim . I say they sta;yed there, but actually , a1-
thouah that vas supposed to be their home , every now and 88llin they 
vent a-wanderin8 . But more of t hat anon . Per hape it is not quite 
true t o say that they se ttled down at St . Frank ' s with No. 112, for 
thoush that vss the firs t story there vere a few of the following mm,.. 
bere that did not deal with the school or th e boys; for up t o No. 129 
St . Frank •s appeared t o be the scene every other week. The other 
stories , however , were also written by E.S . Brooks. AJ:Jyvay, trom No. 
129 om,arda the stories ooncerned tho boys of St . Frank 's for a great 
many years, about fifteen in fact . &!.ch week E. S . Brooks submitted a 
s t ory several thousand words in l ength , far l0089r than a Maxwell 
Scott instalment of a Nelaon Lee serial . 

To be continued . 
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8. P'DtRT, 1', LnDftP.ST ROAD, 1.(JO)tf. N.22. 

~ Copl H ot F'\ln and f'l c tl on , The Pl rt flY, BuU aeye and Burprt se . 8otm COplH 

eapeolall.)' . 
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""8. J., PACDWI , :0 ARC'll)lLE RO,U), EAST DCUIICM, UHX:W, 8, E.22. 

TE OlDE cnmu; fHN 

U.at ta t Yl1ltar toCU' t moua Inn ~ · t l"OID Au,tr e ll a tn ~ dl.Dr'Dtn& penon ot t1lu 84:t tl 

Paw . 1bt a ta ~t Ni a Pau .-o t.e 1n the Tl 1tc.crs • book. ) 

Wt har t tn Crt a t Brl taln th • Wtlll'mlln , lfltlO PfW' • on ht 1 knff s M SUnctaya am on 

hit rrt enda all the rest ot thl Mek; the Srllhnan • wtx> doH not !mow Jflat hi wanta end 

WIOl'l't be ha.PW Wlttl bl geta tti th e Scota.mon, MW) keeps h Sabba th end m>'\htnc UN 

be a.on a• t tor nothtn,:; and tbt °"1,.llfmlln , Jlho Ng.arda htms el t u a st lt-ced e m,n and 

t a al wqa ..-ehtpptna ht & llflk.tr. 

(Bt t c.. doe sntt. tnc..nd ua &o t ek.1 lt •r louaty . b reall.7 t.hlr*a qutte a 11 tu ot tbt 

tol.k ~ Un on the 1hcru ot t he Enl].tati OW\nel am tha ikrll::I: and Jr tlll a .... ) 
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OLD BOY;g' BOOJ< CLUB 

We exi,ected that thU tlrsi meetlna ot 1961, Jn en entlrelY new cl\a'OOII, wou.J.d be 
-..pported wen, ., we were dl&appotnt.ed at tile lllall attendance. Aa Bem wa, •till tn 
bolpUal It. WU ob'f'IOWI then would be hersel f mxt Toa 8lmY' loe Harat.on bed UM I flu 
a John T waa 1'0rklng nf#\t lblrt . Jack Bellfleld Md a prior erca&IIDlltnt, but ii Wl\a 
ihoulht lhat the otber people would ban mei:te an ertort on tllta c,eelal. nl&ht. SUU 
• had quite an enJo,ab l e J:ll"'00'8IID6 ln Che beat l"OOII .. han had to date., Aplrl t roa a 
c.alk on certain w,n to at tr act new meabers and .:. olhw" mattert , tbare wu littl e 1n 
tb e Wtlf ot buatneaa , so after t11nur,e. had been dl8po88d ot we got dall\ to the flrst 
t i. 'Cllcb wu a quls b7 lbe Secrtta rn lllllllbera 1"1NI uked to &iW tbe names of tlW: 
author, ot tcrcy •c1au 1ct • not all old boYa book.I, but all Vtr"Y well~ . Norman 
CiN.&Ol'J wu moat SllCCUsfuJ. with 12:llrt.J' two and Jobi Bond csne nut wi t h t.hlrt.7. 

Jtade• Corbett obli ged with her aelecit on of ellbt books f«" her aec,o,rj Ytat t t.o 
th e Desert Is l and . It wu m&ntloned lha t Ulla 1te11wraa getttna a irtn e worn out and 
a.a Had&• a id, ahe cOUld not see wb¥ she lflould imJte cuch d'lanp f rom c.be etgh c. seuctt on 
m her tl ra t sojourn, on t.hla now f ac111ar • iropteal peradtse.• ror &be records t.b8 
e ight were tn her Olffl words ( ll>d no one COUld p1111c. ttu1:11 better):-

,. nw Btbl • - someth tn& t or ever'7 mood. 
2. Sona Boou - Folk aons• ond Sptrttuals am Booaey•s Cont.ralto Sonp. 
}. Coq)lete set or Otlberi. Md Sullt'ffll'I Opera.a. 
l.., •0eurm1ned to Ltvc• by Rev. Brien Hess lm . 
s. 1960 c.D. AnnU8l and latest ~ota Who. 
6. •ea.rr,r Wharton'• Dotm'a11• 1 t. Magnets . 
7. An earl.Y Rol tdar Annual, to reed aboUt other ICbool • ana baYa or lit.Ian I knCM" 

IO ltt tle . 
8. Coq, l ete Sbake,peare. Here l!lla ln soa thtng tor en17 1llOOd - sad, gay, crama. 

rcaanee, arder, Uie l ot l 
Arter th i s , Jt -..aa her huabend•s turn. Re ma dcMn on the pro~ tar a •o me•. 

1bere was .- ,peeulat ton a.s to 'Jblt r~ th18 -,ul,d t.eke , but ne ntuallY th.ts t\8"'08d :n to :ocyme co:!o!: :;s~ ~th:::~ ,~r ~t~ :,..~~,=~~~ == : :be 
Mi dland Club. Wtn 9ro,n wu wt mer of the money pr i ze &l'nln b7 Jeck and lil'llt Ter.f 

c,crttnalY handed tt over t o NortlM tollSI"dS Cl tt> tlmda. Ttme left lit tl e owr erceo ~ 
fer retreah!Kll t s (.ened bU the hot e l staff) and a reed~ b7 George Cbathsa, tntroducln& 
a f avourit e character or h lS - Well s , tb e tiutler or Wb.M'\m Loda•. 

Nut mantns at tb8 Arderl Hotel en Tuellda:,, Ptl>Nar7 28tll. 7..}0 p.m. proc,1, . 

HAAAT BR0JTDt - Sec.Nt.817• 

hbry.arz Neet.tng 

Once aeatn It ta a pleaaure to record a well-attended maet.lnC. all Gl8 recuJ.aN11t 
wtt.h 1he ezcept.loo or Bill ON«IIIOOd... betn&: present. Eftn 8111 Wtndaor, M)O ls tar 
trc. well at t.be ..ent , DBM&ed to be wtt.b us, tlben ht had el'flr7 nuon i-o remetn d 
hem b7 tbe r !reside . 

We cot otr to an earty start wtt.h tbe cbaJl"lallflta 1,-, , and Ow secre tar71• rep~ , 
t oll~ bJ aplrtied d t sou.sslons on smJecta ot CJ.t.*> lDtG'Ht, llhlch wen lllllllY am 
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vrled. Altar th t Usual bNek tor Nfreahcent• we t.<><* part tn a novel 1eme call9d 

'll.llrou:p tu Bptechea"; th t • save s::ope for eonsJdern1>1e hl1Al"1t¥ on the pe,rt of eY1U")' bod:Y 

ew r,"Ood)' except til e YICU •, that u . Fcttuont.el.Y t ach mtllbtr was 1n tum tb e, htlm, ao 

Chi ll&001 fla8 8Yenl.Y .tb.aNcl. 
A.rt.er a cMl>ate on a mt t er closet:, atfecttnc tb e seo~ton , "'lch wa. Ht tled t o UM: 

aat.lalactton ot almOat eftrybodJ', .. pert.lctpeted 1n J8t mother ca=e, thl• one tietna 
called •0p poalt.er' ~oltte<S 1)1 Fnnk ll'lwln, Yltllcb ~ a lliUe IICll"'t dlrttcuu. than wu 

entlctp.ated , neverth el eas most or the contestent, put up qult,.e a ca:m:endable attempi. at 

finding 0\8 IDIMI'8 . 

!be hl&hltaht or aw neninc, h01'8Te.r, •u th e flrst ot a ,ertea or nadlnc• troc 
t.be ol d PCIG""• bJ' 1nd.lY1dual mfl:bt.rt.. Ncn:Jan Pracnell d u•• • NUsc:m LH 1c.ory Cone o r 

tbt Hortbdll"la )'lllnS) t or b is e.xirect , a most excellent at l eouon , '#bleh "8a read ln 

feult l esa fothl on , and, j\.Xlelng trca tbl e.PPlau.t t b1 tht aud i ence , Ulta IMOYatton ta bUt 

the r~ or many s t citlar Nadtnu at future meettnaa . 
1be mettnc finished pr(lll) tl.7 at nin e o•oloolt alter t.ht ooq, l etlon or library 

business , and Ole c<El)mlY dispersed wtll pleaaod wltb 1be nent.ne t s IW!tertalraen t, u 

always . 
Hen aH t tna , t1arcb 12tll (5.JO p.a.) Ciuen mpeaker - Fhnk Sbmf . a. ear-171 

f'RJJ« CASE - hcNtelT • 

t2!!t lrg he}d on 8.:aturgq, 1101 PebrUqrY1 ]961 

We were taToured "' t h esceptlona.11¥ and weather ror me tt.a or 11ar u • 
oaaelmled at 2J9 ff¥de Park Road ror our FebrueJ')' meeting . Fourt een or ua turned up , o.no 
'" were Mp py to rtnd. that Stanley Smith had been able to rlOke one or hl• all t oo NN1 

1'lllt.s. ltMltY botb gan tbe t.al.Jt anc1 devtsea the coc;>et ltl on "1tcb foll owed, and our 

upeet.atlcm1 or an enJ07able rrentnc were tul.17 nallnd. 
Thi talJt deal t "lth old ban' booka fl"OCl ett.r'l7 Vletol"hn Ua a to Irle preHnt dq , 

ana,.,,. t llu.atrot.ed with .:a excellent altdes oeptc tln8 eonr. ot TOrtoua boys ' booka J 

IClllt r8'ltllar, and others not so roatllar. It wna very lntereattng , md Wo ra thar 

no,taJ.atc , u "" aaw th • ftr1t and lut, oovora or th e good old ?18grwt and aeci . BtonlQ' 

la mokU. a Nal.17 CClll)Nbenal n collecttoo or t.beH s ltde-cavera; hence t.be title of 
bll talk -Wor1t In f>r.ecr,ea,.• 

The OOCl)etlt lon 'ltltcb t ollORed wa.s t>ued cr1 Uw l enath of li re or v::rtoua old ba)'a 

(and gtrla) boc*a s,.d co•to papers. 11o111, Allison and frank RmlCOCk tt tG far ttrg pl a ce. 

1be mn1,_ closed ot 9. 15 atter a most novel md lnt.ereattna evenlna had sped by 

all too QUlolcly , 
Mo t mHtln& - 8aturcSQ"., 11th 118rCh. 

, • HANCOa< - - - 6ecreto17 . 

The thirt eenth Annual o,mer i11 Nenln& took ptooe on &lnday, February 19th at H\Dil 

House , East t\11.wtcb, boat.I Ben and Joa te Pedtmn. After an Gdclre.ss or wetcooa to au , 

UW retlrl,w cbalr:en, Lin P::lda:an, concl.lcied th e elect. Ion for a..tn:sa tar 1961. Jo.l e 

Paok:::lan IIU tll!Oted trrooOPPOHd and Don Wtbswr WM dul7 el ected Ylce-ebalrmn. rcr I.bl 

lett.ert• el ee tlCfl, Ole nal e n YIO.-ChalrnllW\lp ,es changed . 

A vorted acenda or qutu.es , coq,et.tttons and readtnp wu JOOul&•d 1a. rd 

au hod an enjoyable t.tme. 
rtaettnc fftluts •re rtxed for most or 1961, 01, J1arch one t>etna flxta for swxsq , 19th 

at Br-tan ea,ie •• abOd•, •The G:in1en F'lot" 1J Nortbboume Road , L.ondon , s .w.4. •Phone 

NCau.1.ey 79'P. F'ull 41.rtcttona: u to hclit to aet Ulen "111 ec:,peor 1n r:xinthl.1 oewal eti.r , 

but ktml7 ad'YJ• Br-Im 1f lniendtna to be ire,11nt. l.NClE - JANllrf 
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1be )'l!ar•s aet h' ttt ea aiart.ed 'INll wtt.b a •et t na a t cab tU' • Ru r.aurant on 16 th 
Fetnlar7 __, members aatbeNld to dl aeuas dtt.a ll • tor their a.w•erance MCJlll'St speakers 
at. lbl Cook Colleoto r s• soc t eQ' or AUatl'8lta•, o:ntrllY meet i ng on 2lil,b FetruarT . 

AU.er an ncelle nt d inner those preMn t set.t l ed doNl wtih th e l et ters l'l"Om onr
aea.s. New Tear gre ei. tngs cards rr m UM Hor"Ulern Cl ub , J ack tllr't.alh or Hew zealand, 
end Vtetort a collect.or TOtl Oob90n MN puaed r'QU'ld aa well as ihe t fogbom ' and t lfe:tlp 

letter '• 
Keabers were pl eaaed io bier that~· bad been rt nal l Hd •I th J tl/S. 

tlrt.ergh tor a t ape record i ng io be code , at art. UW: tlf1'h greetlnp rroa N.Z , SlCI flnl ll'ttng 
wi th Auatraltan cazie nt.s . .3hta 11 on n.a Wf/1 ac::roas a t t he moment 80 mould tMI CCII'"' 
pleted SODI time in Harcb er Apr il and wil l then be poaWd to om-fr iend s on Her NYs lde . 

Coogra t ulat l ona were e:,:t.u)died t.o tb8 Ht dland Cl ub and to Hal'T7 Brose.er In paru
culm-, for t.be t r well ~ e 81U"Ted ,uoceu ln wl M ln& the Crqfl'lan eup, and alto to tbos e 
ccntr lbuC.ors ,t,oN at.cr i es reoehed pra ise trom the j tdgea . We bope to j o in tn tbe 
oont.esi t.hts 7881', 

o.r tba1*a to Ron HOOIIOn t or th e e tt or\s be ~ tn, a.s aeere tary ot t be 
Ncrtbern Club , t o keep us well tntorm&CI.. OUr btat wllhH to !:Il a .uccuaor. Tbe re
mtnde.r ot tht meeti ng was spent tn co-ot'd JDai lng tbe four speakers llbo •J ll repre s ent 
th e Club a t the Public Ll bral'7 Cl'I 2Lit.h Pebru ary. Eacb wW coYer hl a own par1.1cuJ.ar 
fi eld In the hobb1 , startll8, wt tb mld--19':b oect 1Jf7 Uierattre by Stall Nt cboll • • 
Bldtlen a trcm Vt c Colb7 , Fa,t e Cart9r oow rtn g Nels on Lee .xi BJ'd 8QJtb uphol ding Cb8 
bonouf's fer Bimtl ton tana. Alter th e treastre r , Fnlt e Carte r, had &Inn tb e rt nanc t al 
report , the <Sate or tbt next • ett ,- "6.S dee l<le<J for Htsrch ~. fl'Ml nentng t s 
tiu.atness closed 2t 8. 15. 

1Jours Sinc erely 
( Int.erestt ng extracts rraa the F.c:ltt or• a posU>ag) 

~ ~:s::a~I 0~1:e ~d':r,=~ ~~na Ute c<Jftrs on tbe front ot 

~ ~:9~11: ~pl:e ~!~~ :a ~;.,1 ;: :! ~?' ti p- top . What au:or1 ea 

~ ~=~ e::'1 ; :::c :.~r~.: :a:;t:~OT~n:-;~ beo::t 
JOU n er do the l t.ke or t.ba t aaa tn without proper tlllVTllng . 

~~~·r~ :001beQ1ne~c!: =~It!~~~.:!~!= gooas-
end I wonder tr I N ll ner aet conrs ot BoJ'• Realm, Nonater , Jester , Puck • (2nJCkl.es , 
end tb e YINtly . 

~ (=:1~ ~~ ~.~=~:w. ~ 1:: :~ ... ~=·to~:!rn, 
~ (Wbltatone) HOii bear1117 I agree w!Ul 70ur remrk.s on 1 J)r"'C)IN.QI' Rowe•,e r, 
--~ ·· ll"t attll tr 19; , spot a end Cb.e c«1U I!.*' eJ:11tence o r. Cbt CA 8ll1 s. P!c. encl tbt . 
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band.s ot trle ncta 1lltlom t he )' blnd togethe r ta pertuws the brigh t es t. Wbtl at these bon:1s 
conti nue the old-faffl l oned Ideals or l oyalty an:1 .st ra tgbtne sa will not die MC "8 can 
all fe el we are do ing soa,ethtng to prese r, e them. 

~1=.fll! !~a1::!~n;e ~~l~rW~l=~~!'~~~s ;~1!~ ~ ~= ~~O:,: ~ e 
Ctr Lee reru1 could rtie an article on Ezra Ql lrk end h t a pet awl , m d tbe st.range 
th i ngs Ula t happened at St. F'r-ank'a duri ng hts tli:18 . 

~chc:::;1
0 
= =

1
:,...~enT.h:~~.be an ar1,1c1e on the a lng h Issues or the 

g.~ ~~~cqJ .. <~~)~~!t~~ 
suw r Dwarf- te aturtna Ja1«1 Lee, 
det.eot Ive end ?18t'k Ryner. 1.hless at/ 
Cl6DOl"1' ts ot fault , tsn tt thi s a 
revision or the old •s u wr OwarP and 
• t11ssln& Hetr- ator t ea tn t.he Nelson 
Lee, with tl!.e l att er ver sus l18rk. Ryner? 

$!ti~ar~ ~~i:ri.~:: ntlY I 
Library. A lt ght nrder =:,stery en
titl ed •H•l1 <1AY with 11Urd1n-• by GJ.Yn 
can- . To ID)' -.irprtse , on page 122 , 
I r ead th e t ollowl"'--
•'Ih arit t s OYffUllJ',' sa id the de tecttw , 
'l'tY grood t atb er 'flll\S nt schoo l 1n 
Enaland and COllcted 9CaB voll.lm s 
called oem and Magnet - achoo l 
st.crie s - Jt)l dl were bequeat.M:d to J:J&. 
I reod a good deal In Uwct IClen I MU 
stu:fY tns D,gl tm.• 

Bir Abercrodlte, htms elf not urr 
f11.11lt 81" with Tom MerTY, BtllY 8d)ter 
and UW Nl'lt of tha t once pereMlallY 
youaitul cast , now perc elTild '111':lence 
sen or Pons de r lved part ot hl a YOCll
bUler, .• 
To m;y de l l@t!.t, th e Na t of ltle Stor7 
contains manY' phrases (put Int o th e 
110Ut.b of Sooor Pons) "'11ch can onl7 
ban been ,rttten by an old reeder ot 
Hamilton papers . 



openfrw aen~ . 111' a ~«rlllXI of at;,J'l .. , It ta ClbTloua too , ihai Ardlul' Patersdl 
am. AM:bur .J. Palk _.. 11111:> •pent.a lndlTldtlal.a. PaW'IClf'I di ed In Londm Gre e weeka 
atter ctrt1t11U 1927, am • ., u rar aa t lln<:M', Palk ts 11,111 al.In lD Auatralla. 

'L~"1i~{!tt~!!T.:>m=-:ere~ ~=:m a~=l~~~~o:.':c!:~:r:: 
liOo good i. o be tnlel b e COUld do ff8!7Ulltc perftctlr. but cbaraet.era llke Han::ltorcb 
81'11 aa allw toda7 u In di e n,arq taeniles. fbl WJT t act mat be teawred eo Pl'UI"' 
IDill:lt.J.1 11 proof Wt lblN waa a demnd fer him. one mtaht aa well 111Ue8' that Cir 
trterm or Ba:nutonl ana. bed too llllCb or BlllJ' B91u:r ~ u tr U'IQ' oouJ.d.l 

r., !¥i:e.PW:~H~ ~~~:,::~ :=t~i,ar:;e: i::i:eta 
tNll 001111tlled to read It, even 1t ... ae on flr)' r are oceuloo.a - tbe aubJect doee not 
tpeclall.7 tniere a t orw: per aCllal.17. 1bl lllust;n.ttona an superb . I wonder U J'CU ban 
ner ihouibt or rmntn& a serfea or articles deal In& wtih well-tcnolr) edlior t al pe:raoo
alltl ea , e.g. Hlntm, Dain, f'\lffal!ln, Gan-lib : ala> .:llMI articl es on UM old papen aboui ~m;e .::~tao...!t:!:.; ~~ ~~tr ~t a Beat, !bt Soout (tbe le tter 1n lta 

(We beantl7 welcom ter consideration antcl ea m alV' ad)jeet oomected with tbe o10 
PC>ff'S. '!be wider t:be ranee, the happi er wa are - m.) 

{8£Ttt PATE, C.D. contr-1-
buic:r, arid SecntarJ of 
OW" Aultral fan Club I ln 
...-.,mood.) 

~WmftBr~: 1-:'~:;;: ::i1~'0: ::': ~le'•,• 
one of Qle e arlJ' fflll llblcb I haml 1 t read. I haYe been 
readln& It nca. 9ld ~ t nJoyed It • .UtboUlb WI 
oollectt on la IIID8tl1 atcrlH or orqtrtara, • ft.rs't l O'N 
wu the dear old C•, Wttl back tn 1912. t t wu snnd to 
Met onoe aca tn ttios • loTable cbaraot.ara t m Nen7• ouu:,. 
Fl&aLn• , Md ""° .,... old Ratc llff. TbaJ brlnc beak 
aucb wondertul .... 1ea. 

ttt, Co R, 9JAPmH BITS ]!£ BEApl.1N£8 

Recent]T tbe Nertolk nenpaper •t'bl Jolrll&].• dnoted 
a pqe to an article on nr. ~. t.he tem:,ua arl.19', 
wt th a dell&htf ul pbocoo-aob or ht& 1C:llch -ie ooe fee l 
happy e..t once. tt-. Cbapmn waa born at Tbettonl tn Nor
f olk ... and Norf olk 11 c1eara w17 proud of tta t.oua em . 

In 1900 be celottated bto 21st b~ by pttt,- a 
cartoon - hi s •klln e trort - 1n •Tbt CBp\aln". Durtnl 
tM nen ten 19ara bl1 t110rk appeeNd tn 'Dll.117 Grapbtdl, 
•Cbtpa4 and •cmto CuU" ard In •Boy•' Own P.,_.. ·~ 
•1'be Scout• •8oJS' Prtm:P and 1n tact, near}T all mt 
l>Qrs1 p.apel'I f amc,ua ID G'.lt lr •• 

Ht Jl:>r'ked on She at&tf ot •..bt,9 a ~ltnd 
d:lallenpr lo •hf)ab•, Uluatnt.«I bJ Al.17 Sloper, and Joined me alg-wct PreH In 
1911 aa art.IA fer •n. J1aene&..• 

Of lbh experienc e be Nml"ka: •t 1~ back \C)Ol'l l:bo9e ,vtra u amrx,c tb& bappt .. , 
ot IIIJ lU t. En17 •* u I worked on tbo a tllURZ'&C.lona &be bol'• a tbelr IIUt_.. 
beoaa re al t o • · I Joined ln tbetr ad'renWrH and ~ tbelr uper t-»ea. or 
oo ..... , 1' mtant a dntl ot a 10, or bard wort. bUt I cot a sreai kick out of ti. becaUH ...... --- ··--·-··-..... ,,,,_..,,. ____ , ......... _, ____ ,_,, ______ ,_ 



Page 32 ............ -... """'""' __ , ______ ., __ ,,, ________ ...... ,._ .......... ,_ ,_ .. _ ........... 
tbere wes al"81'1 aomtl:ltng new to thtnk up.• . 

TodQ' tr. Chllpmn Differ r ldes ftlen be can "8l.k:, md be blllps to keep btm elt rtt 
wtr.h a co ld mrnlng bath alltbe Ye4r rciund. Hta bobby, ,hen he bu time f or tc., ta lanct
acape pa lntt,w . 

(1be paee fro m • THE~ "a• M'lt to \1$ by Hr. Leonard HamJY, 
alao a ~ ot Norfolk. - ED.) 

T. V. STAR TAUIB ABOUT BUNTm 
by 

Vict or Welland, Jnr. 

I was ve ry intere sted in the feature by 'i . H. Good.head "GREY
FRIARS ON RADIO" in la st month' s issue of "Coll ectors ' Diges t•! Mr. 
Goodhead menti oned that T. V. s t ar Charl es Ting,, ell, of "&ner gency 
Yard 10" be gan his career at t he age of 17, playing th e p.u1; of Bob 
Cherry in an Australian Billy Bunter radio serial - "Billy Bunt er of 
Greyfriars School!" He suggested t hat f urt her informa t ion on th e sul>
ject would be very in teresting , so I decided to ge:I: in touch with Mr. 
Tingvell, and enquire as t o whe t her he could supply t he informati on or 
not, as I f or one would be very interested, and so would many other 
members of t he I Circle' I was sure. 

It was not so very l ong afte r.t ards that I rec eived a very kind 
and interesting letter from Mr, Tin&well. lie to ld me the radi o s erial 
was an adapta ti on of the Bunt er s t ori es , fro m one of the very popular 
magazines of that time. (Mr, Tingwell is not sure, but t hinks that i t 
was t he Magnet ! ) It ran successfull,y on Auatmlian radi O', fo r many 
years , and is st ill repeated f rom time tc time on country stati ons. 

It was recorded in 1940 and was Mr. Tingwell' s first p.rof esoional 
j ob. He rec orded the epis odes af ter schoo l hours. Readers who knov 
the famous T.V. star Redmond Phillips, vill be surpri sed to knOlt that 
it was he who wrote and ~eel th e epi sodes . He alao had a part in 
t he cas t! Nr. Tingwell is not s ure hOlt many episodes of the se rial he 
rec orded in those daye , but telle me that it was pr obabl y abo ut 40 t o 
50. Unfort>mately, he bad ' t o leave the cast t o become a sta ff radi o 
announce r a fter l eaving schoo l . lie saye that be can •t r El!lember how 
many epis odes were rec orded after he l eft, but says that many of 
Austrslia •s best kno,nactors hllve worked on the serial. 

To quote Mr, Ting,,e ll 1s cwn word s • • • "In some ways it was one of 
the ear l,y popular s eriala which helped t o pi oneer what vas t o becane, 
a grea t post war industry. It is hoped someone will be a ble t o start 
a T. V. se rial soon, tc help t o do f or T, V. what Billy Bunter and his 
pals hel ped de for Auatre.lian radi o, " 

I am sure tmt we all thank Mr. ~e ll f or thia inf ormat ion, . 
Duplt cattd b7' Tork ~ltoattna Ben leea , 12a 1be Sbm:blea, Tcrk. 
PUbUahed by F.rto r~ . Excehtor Hou.e, ero.,. Road, Burblton. 


